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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Brother Knights – the new 
calendar year is a natural 
occasion for all of us to 

review what we have accomplished 
so far in this fraternal year and look 
forward to the coming opportunities 
for spiritual growth, service for our 
parish, and experiencing fraternity 
with fellow Catholic men.

In July, we enjoyed our first month 
in our new church and installed our 
current roster of Council officers.  In 
August we had our annual Day at 
the Rays and started our fundraising 
efforts at Raymond James Stadium.  
Volunteering our time at the stadium 
allows our Council to fund the good 
works of our order. A special thanks 
is owed to the 50 Knights, family 
members, and friends who helped 
out so far this fraternal year. 

In September and October, the 
Knights of Saint Stephen provided 
the children of the parish the chance 
to compete in the annual Soccer 
Challenge, and we demonstrated 
our fidelity to the sanctity of life by 
helping kick-start the 40 Days for 
Life Campaign within our parish.  
We also had the first of our two 
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Looking Forward

Pope’s Homily at Epiphany Mass
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The following is the full text of the Pope’s 
homily at the Epiphany Mass

Three actions of the Magi guide 
our journey towards the Lord, 
who today is revealed as light 
and salvation for all peoples.  

The Magi see the star, they set out and they 
bring gifts.

Seeing the star.  This is where it starts.  
But why, we might ask, did the Magi alone 
see the star?  Perhaps because few people 
raised their eyes to heaven.  We often make 
do with looking at the ground: it’s enough 
to have our health, a little money and a bit 
of entertainment.  I wonder if we still know 
how to look up at the sky.  Do we know 

how to dream, to long for God, to expect the 
newness he brings, or do we let ourselves be 
swept along by life, like dry branches before 
the wind?  The Magi were not content with 
just getting by, with keeping afloat.  They 
understood that to truly live, we need a lofty 
goal and we need to keep looking up.

Yet we can also ask why, among all those 
who looked up at the heavens, so many 
others did not follow that star, “His star”  
(Mt 2:2).  Perhaps because the star was not 
eye-catching, did not shine any brighter 
than other stars.  It was a star – so the 
Gospel tells us – that the Magi saw “at its 
rising” (vv. 2, 9).  Jesus’ star does not dazzle 
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Pope Francis invites Christians to imitate the Magi who “looked up” to 
see “the star”, risked everything to “set out” and brought their “gifts” to 
the Child Jesus “without expecting anything in return”.



Roadside Cleanups, which have 
given our families and our parish’s 
Boy Scouts the opportunity to serve 
our community.  

The Council really became busy in 
November and December.  Knights 
were involved in Veteran’s Day 
ceremonies, supported our parish 
school fundraising efforts as casino 
dealers at the Angels Among Us 
event, and donated money for the 
Foundations of Life Pregnancy 
Centers.  

The two highlights so far of this 
fraternal year have to be our annual 
Memorial Mass and Rosary, and 
our inaugural Saint Nicholas Day 
Pancake Breakfast. Thanks to 
the hard work of several Knights, 
the Saint Nicholas Day Pancake 
Breakfast was a great social event 
that raised money to donate to needy 
via the Saint Vincent De Paul Society.   

We should be proud of what we 
have done in support of our parish, 
our school, our community and 
our souls, but let’s not rest on our 
accomplishments.  In January and 
February, we continue our service to 
our community by helping out in the 
Pro-Life Baby Shower and hosting 
a Tootsie Roll Drive that will raise 
funds for those with special needs in 
our community.  

Before we begin Lent, all Knights 
are encouraged to attend the Men’s 
Conference at Saint Lawrence on 
Saturday, February 10, which will 
serve as this year’s Day of Reflection.   

All Knights are encouraged to 
come to the business meetings on the 
first Tuesday of each month and find 
a service opportunity that God calls 
you to do.  We should also leverage 
the successes of our recent activities 
to reach out to the men in our parish 
and invite them to become a Knight – 
a man of God who wants to discover 
more about their faith to be the strong 
right arm of our Church.    
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or overwhelm, but gently invites.  We may 
ask ourselves what star we have chosen 
to follow in our lives.  Some stars may be 
bright, but they do not point the way.  So it 
is with success, money, career, honours and 
pleasures when these become our life.  They 
are meteors: they blaze momentarily, but 
then quickly burn out and their brilliance 
fades.  They are shooting stars that 
mislead rather than lead.  The Lord’s star, 
however, may not always overwhelm by its 
brightness, but it is always there: it takes 
you by the hand in life and accompanies 
you.  It does not promise material reward, 
but ensures peace and grants, as it did to the 
Magi, “exceedingly great joy” (Mt 2:10).  
But it also tells us to set out.

Setting out, the second thing the Magi do, 
is essential if we are to find Jesus.  His star 
demands a decision to take up the journey 
and to advance tirelessly on our way.  It 
demands that we free ourselves from useless 
burdens and unnecessary extras that only 
prove a hindrance, and accept unforeseen 
obstacles along the map of life.  Jesus allows 
Himself to be found by those who seek 
Him, but to find Him we need to get up and 
go, not sit around but take risks, not stand 
still, but set out.  Jesus makes demands: he 
tells those who seek Him to leave behind 
the armchair of worldly comforts and the 
reassuring warmth of hearth and home.  
Following Jesus is not a polite etiquette to 
be observed, but a journey to be undertaken.  
God, who set His people free in the exodus 
and called new peoples to follow His star, 
grants freedom and joy always and only in 
the course of a journey.  In other words, if 
we want to find Jesus, we have to overcome 
our fear of taking risks, our self-satisfaction 
and our indolent refusal to ask anything 
more of life.  We need to take risks simply to 
meet a Child.  Yet those risks are immensely 
worth the effort, since in finding that Child, 
in discovering his tenderness and love, we 
rediscover ourselves. 

Setting out is not easy.  The Gospel shows 
us this through a cast of characters.  There is 
Herod, wild with fear that the birth of a king 
will threaten his power.  So he organizes 
meetings and sends people out to gather 
information, yet he himself does not budge; 
he stays locked up in his palace.  Even “all 
Jerusalem” (v. 3) is afraid: afraid of the new 

things God is bringing about.  They want 
everything to remain as it was; no one has 
the courage to leave.  The temptation of 
the priests and scribes is more subtle: they 
know the exact place and tell it to Herod, 
quoting the ancient prophecy.  They know, 
but they themselves make no move towards 
Bethlehem.  Theirs can be the temptation of 
those who are used to being believers: they 
can talk at length about the faith they know 
so well, but will not take a personal risk for 
the Lord.  They talk, but do not pray; they 
complain, but do no good.  The Magi, on 
the other hand, talk little and journey much.  
Ignorant of the truths of faith, they are filled 
with longing and set out.  So the Gospel 
tells us: They “came to worship Him” (v. 2); 
“they set out; they went in, and fell down 
and worshiped Him; they went back” (vv. 
9, 11, 12).  They kept moving.

Bringing gifts.  Having come to Jesus 
after a long journey, the Magi do as he 
does: they bring gifts.  Jesus is there to give 
His life; they offer Him their own costly 
gifts: gold, incense and myrrh.  The Gospel 
becomes real when the journey of life ends 
in giving.  To give freely, for the Lord’s 
sake, without expecting anything in return: 
this is the sure sign that we have found 
Jesus.  For he says: “The gift you have 
received, give freely as a gift” (Mt 10:8).  
To do good without counting the cost, even 
when unasked, even when you gain nothing 
thereby, even if it is unpleasant.  That is 
what God wants.  He, who become small 
for our sake, asks us to offer something for 
the least of his brothers and sisters.  Who 
are they?  They are those who have nothing 
to give in return, the needy, the hungry, 
the stranger, the prisoner, the poor (cf. Mt 
25:31-46).  We give a gift pleasing to Jesus 
when we care for a sick person, spend time 
with a difficult person, help someone for the 
sake of helping, or forgive someone who 
has hurt us.  These are gifts freely given, 
and they cannot be lacking in the lives of 
Christians.  Jesus reminds us that if we only 
love those who love us, we do as the pagans 
do (cf. Mt 5:46-47).  Today let us look at our 
hands, so often empty of love, and let us try 
to think of some free gift that we can give 
without expecting anything in return.  That 
will please the Lord.  And let us ask Him: 
“Lord, let me rediscover the joy of giving.”
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PRIESTS FOR THE PEOPLE

AS WE PREPARE to observe 
the 45th anniversary of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe 
v. Wade decision, another 

anniversary comes to mind. July will 
mark 50 years since Blessed Pope Paul 
VI’s 1968 encyclical, Humanae Vitae, on 
the regulation of birth.

The legacies of both are related to 
extraordinary scientific advances that 
opened up new technological means to 
control the transmission of human life.

When the Supreme Court revisited Roe 
in the 1992 Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
decision, the 5-4 majority argued that Roe 
could not be overturned because, for two 
decades, people had made choices about 
their lives and intimate relationships “in 
reliance on the availability of abortion in 
the event that contraception should fail.”

Pope Paul had a very different response 
to such challenges — one that has been 
described as “Christian personalism.” 
In Humanae Vitae, he wrote this about 
married love: “Husband and wife become 
in a way one heart and one soul, and 
together attain their human fulfillment. It 
is a love that is total. … Whoever really 
loves his partner loves not only for what 
he receives, but loves that partner for the 
partner’s sake” (9).

Humanae Vitae proclaims that each 
person is worthy to be loved and respected 
for his own sake and possesses a dignity 
that is inviolable. This proclamation 
is more necessary today than ever, as 
scientific experiments in areas such as 
artificial intelligence, robotics and genetic 
manipulation push past boundaries of 
even the most imaginative science fiction 
writers.

Pope Francis, in his encyclical Laudato 
Si’, wrote this: “The acceptance of our 

bodies as God’s gift is vital for welcoming 
and accepting the entire world as a gift 
from the Father and our common home, 
whereas thinking that we enjoy absolute 
power over our own bodies turns, often 
subtly, into thinking that we enjoy absolute 
power over creation” (155).

Science and technology will confront 
us with new questions about what it 
means to be human. The answers will be 
increasingly difficult as the line between 
reality and virtual reality is blurred.

Today, as in 1968, Humanae Vitae 
is an important part of the Church’s 
response. Unfortunately, some will use 
the occasion of the anniversary to reignite 
old controversies, but this approach will 
miss its enduring value.

St. John Paul II promoted Humanae 
Vitae, though he thought that further 
explanation was needed for its teachings 
to gain wider acceptance. That is one 
reason why he developed a “theology of 
the body,” and why he devoted so much 
time to it.

But already in 1968, natural family 
planning advocates such as my friends 
Drs. John and Evelyn Billings welcomed 
Humanae Vitae. They supported its 
teaching with a natural method of fertility 
management now known as the Billings 
Ovulation Method.

Just last year, the European Union 
certified a new mobile app that uses 
an algorithm developed by a Nobel 
Prizewinning physicist to measure a 
woman’s body temperature to accurately 
predict ovulation. According to one 
English news source, the app, known 
as Natural Cycles, “could spell the end 
for hormonal and intrusive birth control 
measures.”

Such a result would come not a moment 
too soon. The World Health Organization 
has classified estrogen-progestogen oral 
contraceptives as Group 1 carcinogens. 
That means they are known to be 
carcinogenic for women, increasing their 
risk of liver, cervical and breast cancer.

Natural family planning methods 
encourage women to better understand the 
delicate natural processes of their bodies. 
They encourage better communication 
and respect between husbands and wives.

Perhaps this new “science” of the body 
will enable a new generation of Catholic 
spouses to live an authentic theology of 
the body in their marriages and will help 
the world rediscover the dignity of human 
life and love.

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

THE TEACHINGS OF HUMANAE VITAE AND ADVANCEMENTS IN THE SCIENCE OF FERTILITY CAN HELP US BUILD 
A CULTURE OF LIFE
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with His 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Abortion Myths Abound

Many myths exist 
regarding abortion.  This 
misinformation is used 
by pro-choice supporters 

to confuse and deceive those who are not 
up to speed on the facts.  A recent copy 
of “Day 41, a publication of 40 Days For 
Life,” addressed some of the more common 
myths about abortion.

Here is one myth:  Abortion is a 
settled issue.

Fearing changes coming with an 
increasingly pro-life society, the abortion 
industry and its political allies increasingly 
try to shut off discussion of abortion by 
declaring the matter “settled”.  

But if abortion were a settled issue, it 

wouldn’t remain the most controversial 
topic in the world.  It’s not settled.  Rather, 
it is unsettling.  In fact, overwhelming 
majorities reject abortion-on-demand.  

You don’t see 100,000 people join a 40 
Days For Life campaign twice a year, many 
of them out overnight or in terrible weather, 
for an issue that is settled.  You don’t see 
hundreds of thousands of people march 
or walk for life each January for an issue 
that is settled.  And you don’t see people 
of all ages, backgrounds and faith traditions 
giving their time and income to the pro-life 
movement for an issue that is settled.
Article from “Day 41, a publication of 40 
Days For Life, Volume1, Number 3”



©  Copyright 2018 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

The season of Lent is a 
wonderful time to climb 
the holy mountain of 
Easter.  Not only is this 

a time to prepare our catechumens 
for the source and summit of our 
Faith, but it is also a time for all of 
the faithful to celebrate the paschal 
mystery. It is important to remember 
that catechumens, both with the 
right of election and scrutinies, and 
by catechesis, are preparing for the 
celebration of the sacraments of 
Christian initiation. 

And for those who were already 
fully initiated into our Catholic 
faith, the faithful should be even 
more attentive to the Word of God 
and prayer and prepare themselves 
by penance for the renewal of their 
baptismal promises. As such, this time 
allows us to prepare ourselves for the 
great celebration of the living Christ at 
Easter. So what can we do?

This year, Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (February 14 - a day we 
need to plan for well in advance for non-
liturgical reasons!) and continues through 
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. So now is 
the time to start planning what we would 
do during Lent. Often times, the faithful 
“gives up” something (such as chocolate, 
ice cream, their regular trips to their 
favorite coffee shop and the like). 

Perhaps this year, we can prayerfully 
consider “doing” something; rather than, 
“giving up”. Suggestions? How about 
seeing some of the activities that our 
Council has planned for this time and 
decide to “do” something by participating 
in some activity (or activities) with 
the Knights. Check our calendar to see 
upcoming events and take the initiative 
to sign up and be involved.  What a great 
way to celebrate Lent in preparation for 
Easter!

During this season of the liturgical year, 
the Alleluia is neither sung nor said from 
the beginning of Lent until the Easter Vigil, 
nor is the Te Deum recited during this 

holy time of year.  The Te Deum (which is 
also known as the Ambrosian Hymn or A 
Song of the Church) is an early Christian 
hymn of praise. The title is taken from its 
opening Latin words, Te Deum laudamus, 
meaning “Thee, O God, we praise,” and is 
prayed at the conclusion of the Office of 
Readings in the Liturgy of the Hours. 

Generally, it is either sung at the end 
of the Office of Readings, in public  
on all Sundays except those of Lent,  
on all solemnities, on the octaves of  
Easter and Christmas, as well as on all 
feasts, or in private, recited; but again, not 
during Lent.

You will also notice the presentations 
of the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer will 
take place during the week after the 1st 
and the 3rd scrutinies. You also see during 
Lent, the altar will not be decorated with 
flowers and that the liturgical music will 
only be provided to support the singing. 
Again, this is a period of time that we are 
in preparation for Easter. 

How else can you prepare? Perhaps 
reading and praying upon the readings 
for Mass. If you do pray the readings, you 
will notice a “shift” during the second 
half of Lent, when the Gospel of John 
is proclaimed (from the beginning of the 
Monday of the fourth week of Lent, and 

go through, omitting passages read on 
Sundays and during Easter, to chapter 13”. 

These readings from John do not 
constitute a “crash course” in the life of 
Jesus but rather, as a presentation of the 
mystery of Jesus Christ, of whom John 
says that all who believe in Him will 
have eternal life. Christ is presented as 
the healer and life-giver—as the one who 
gives life through His confrontation with 
death and gathers into one, the scattered 
children of God.

When we consider the readings of the 
spirit of Lent, we see a shift from the 
“ethical” to the “Christological.” The 
purpose of the first part of Lent is to bring 
us to compunction. This is etymologically 
relates to the verb “to puncture” and 
suggest the deflation of our inflated egos. 
This helps us to remember our radical 
need of salvation. 

So again, by “doing” something with 
our Council—participating in one or 
more of the activities, and by immersing 
ourselves in prayer, and perhaps attending 
Mass beyond our Sunday obligation, we 
will have a wonderful Lent and even a 
more glorious Easter!

Climbing the Holy Mountain of Easter
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St. Stephen  
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Chancellor   
Tim Donahue
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Steve Haines
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Treasure   
John Laughman

Trustees   
John Berrie, Ed Sleyzak,  
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Bob Haley 
Randy Lee 

 Chris Hobbs

Christmas is a time to celebrate 
the joy of the Christ Child’s 
birth, and there is no better way 
than with family and friends. 

Last month, brother Knights, members 
of the Men’s Club, and their families 
celebrated Christmas with dinner at River 
Hills Country Club. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to socialize with old friends, 
make new friendships, and enjoy a delicious 
dinner prepared by the River Hills chef.

This is a time of year when we are 
often pulled in numerous ways with office 

parties and special gatherings. But there is 
something special about sharing fellowship 
with brothers who share the same values 
and beliefs as you. 

Let us also celebrate the coming together 
of the Knights and Men’s Club. As one, 
we have achieved some spectacular wins 
over the past year. There is no doubt that 
2018 has many special opportunities to 
come together and make a difference in our 
community. We look forward to celebrating 
with you at the next Christmas dinner.

Knights and Men’s Club 
Celebrate Christmas
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THEME – FAMILY PRAYER

The Christian family needs to put 
first things first by cultivating 
together a relationship with 
God through prayer. Prayer is 

essential for families to develop Christian 
joy, faith, hope, and love.
Meditation

From Pope John Paul II’s Familiaris 
Consortio

“Family prayer has its own characteristic 
qualities. It is prayer offered in common, 
husband and wife together, parents and 
children together. Communion in prayer is 
both a consequence of and a requirement 
for the communion bestowed by the 
sacraments of baptism and matrimony. 

“The words with which the Lord Jesus 
promises His presence can be applied to 
the members of the Christian family in a 
special way: ‘Again I say to you, if two 
of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.’ ”

Family prayer has for its very own 
object family life itself, which in all its 
varying circumstances is seen as a call 
from God and lived as a filial response 
to His call. Joys and sorrows, hopes and 
disappointments, births and birthday 
celebrations, wedding anniversaries of 
the parents, departures, separations and 
homecomings, important and far-reaching 
decisions, the death of those who are dear, 
etc. — all of these mark God’s loving 
intervention in the family’s history. 

They should be seen as suitable moments 
for thanksgiving, for petition, for trusting 
abandonment of the family into the hands 
of their common Father in heaven. 

The dignity and responsibility of the 
Christian family as the domestic Church 
can be achieved only with God’s unceasing 
aid, which will surely be granted if it is 
humbly and trustingly petitioned in prayer.

• Is prayer at the center of 
our family life? If not, 
why?

• How can we better 
build a rhythm of prayer 
into our family’s life? 
In what way can we 
mark significant family 
moments throughout the 
year with prayer?

• What are our family 
members’ preferred ways of 
praying — vocal, meditative or 
contemplative? Is there a way to 
incorporate each family member’s 
preferred way of praying into 
family prayer?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 65:6-14

A prayer of gratitude for God’s blessings
You answer us with awesome deeds of 

justice,
   O God our savior,
The hope of all the ends of the earth
   and of those far off across the sea.
You are robed in power,
   you set up the mountains by your 

might.
You still the roaring of the seas,
   the roaring of their waves,
   the tumult of the peoples.
Distant peoples stand in awe of your 

marvels;
   the places of morning and evening you 

make resound with joy.
You visit the earth and water it,
   make it abundantly fertile.
God’s stream is filled with water;
   you supply their grain.
Thus do you prepare it:
   you drench its plowed furrows and 

level its ridges.

With showers, you keep it soft,
   blessing its young sprouts.
You adorn the year with your bounty;
   your paths drip with fruitful rain.
The meadows of the wilderness  

also drip;
   the hills are robed with joy.
The pastures are clothed with flocks,
   the valleys blanketed with grain;
   they cheer and sing for joy.

Family Project

The catechism recommends that we 
find places favorable for prayer. One of 
the places it suggests is a “prayer corner” 
in the home. If you do not already have 
one, make a prayer corner in the home in 
order to facilitate prayer. 

This sacred space could be a simple 
table with a nice cloth over it, a Bible, 
religious images and statues, rosaries, 
candles, prayer cards, a family prayer 
intention book, a vase for flowers, etc. 
Make the corner unique to your family 
and have each family member contribute 
one religious item to the prayer corner. 

For further ideas, see the following 
resource: “The Little Oratory: The 
Beginner’s Guide to Praying in the 
Home” by David Clayton and Leila Marie 
Lawler. 
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Community Committee 
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Special thanks go out to the entire 
crew who turned out for the 
parking assistance to the parish, on  
Christmas Eve.

We have had many compliments on the 
fact that we were there, but also on the way 
it was handled.

Fr. Dermot, and Fr. Curtis both 

commented on how smooth the flow was.
If any Brothers have suggestions for 

improvements, please forward them to Rick 
Armstrong or Tim Donahue, as they will 
be meeting with David Papke, the Parish 
Council member who is the buildings and 
grounds person, to see what we will need to 
do for Easter Sunday.

Christmas Eve Parking Success

Toys for Tots - Above are just some of the many toys that were collected for children 
in our parish area. Toys for Tots is a yearly drive to bring an extra something special to 
children during the Christmas season. We encourage Knights and their families to always 
keep children in their thoughts during special times like this.
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It was October 16, 1978. I was 
employed as a Data Center 
supervisor for Air Force Systems 
Command, Andrews Air Force 

Base, MD. My wife had called to inform 
me that the church had elected a Polish 
pope. I shared this with my coworkers and 
of course, got a big laugh. Obviously, it 
was another ethnic “Polish” joke! 

The next day proved everyone wrong 
after the nightly news had confirmed the 
election of Pope John-Paul II. The chapel 
was across the street from our building 
and daily Mass was at noon. I would often 
take the opportunity to attend when my 
schedule allowed. Upon my return from 
Mass the following day, I received a call 
from my supervisor to report to his office. 
Don was a 30-year veteran and very senior 
to me in both time in service and in age. 
My first thought was that someone was in 
trouble again! 

I entered his office and, after exchanging 
a few words of normal chit-chat, he 
asked me to close the door. He had a 
personal question for me and wanted our 
conversation to be confidential. I must 
admit, I didn’t know what to expect. 
“What’s a Glory Be,” he asked. I replied 
by asking for more clarification. 

He then told me his story of returning 
to the church after many years of being 
away. He had made a good confession 
and the priest gave him a penance of three 
Our Fathers, Hail Mary’s and Glory Be’s. 
I went on to explain what the prayer was, 
at which time he said, “I thought so, but 
wanted to be sure I got it right.”  

The confirmation that he completed 
his penance correctly was evident by the 
smile on his face. Before leaving, I asked 
him why he called me, especially when 
we had little contact with one another and 
his response was, “The entire staff can 
see you walking across the street for daily 
Mass from our office windows. I knew 
you would have the answer.” 

Returning to my office, I spent a few 
moments gathering my thoughts about the 
incident. I didn’t realize anyone noticed 

my daily Mass attendance or what impact 
it would have on anyone other than my 
own spiritual life. 

Now 39 years later, you may ask what 
does this have to do with you? One of 
the most basic entrance requirements 
of our organization is to be a practical 
(practicing) Catholic in the eyes of the 
Holy See. 

All of us would answer yes, I am a 
practicing Catholic, but do our individual 
actions indicate otherwise? To my point, 
let me try to summarize my thoughts.

We are members of a vibrant parish 
community under the patronage of  
St. Stephen, the first martyr of the church. 
I believe as men of the parish, we need 
to increase our Catholic identity. Get 
involved in every aspect of our community, 
take advantage of the courses offered 
online at: www.Formed.org (parish code 
VMZPPF), adult classes offered by our 
Faith Formation Classes and EWTN 
television to name a  few. 

We continue to educate ourselves in the 
faith and stay current on who we are and 
what we do, not only at St. Stephen Parish 
but the Church Universal. If you do, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit will shine 
from within you. Believe me, you will not 
be able to contain His presence. People 
will notice, and in time will seek you out. 

We are members of the Knights of 

Columbus, the largest Catholic fraternal 
organization. The job of keeping current 
in our faith, as mentioned above, applies 
to our organization as well. 

I spent some time on our Knights of 
Columbus Supreme site: www.KofC.org. 
It is full of information on every function 
of our organization, including current 
events showing how we as members share 
in the universal mission of the Church. 

Now putting this all together, let us 
all take steps to improve our identity as 
Catholic men, members of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church and members of  
St. Stephen Council 14083. Knights of  
old didn’t just sit around after being 
knighted. They practiced their skills as 
often as possible to be ready for the next 
fight. 

Are you ready if anyone asks you 
about your faith or what the Knights  
of Columbus is all about? I’m working  
on it....

What’s a Glory Be?
By Jerry Coffey

http://www.Formed.org
http://www.KofC.org
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
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Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator 

S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain 
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral 
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 
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Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K John Cirello
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S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone
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Thanks to Michael Specht and 
Chris Pasquariello, who 
have stepped up to assume 
the positions of Youth and 

Membership Directors for the Council.  
Michael also heads the Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry, so we really appreciate him 
accepting a position that works to serve the 
youth of our parish through the Knights of 
Columbus.  Chris is a recent transfer to our 
council who has been very generous of his 
time and talent since joining us.  

We do still have two key council positions 
that need to be passed on to fresh blood.  
Arguably, Financial Secretary and Council 
Committee director are two of our most 
important positions, so we’d like to get 
people in a position now to ensure a smooth 
transition into our next fraternal year.

Financial Secretary.  This is a very 
important position in the council, and 
we need someone with the skills and 

commitment to have a big impact on our 
Council.  Here are some of the duties:

•  Keep Council and member records 
current

•  Process dues assessments and 
membership cards in a timely manner 

•  Keep an accurate accounting of money 
flow for your Council

•   Have a working knowledge of the 
Laws of the Order and the Council  
bylaws, and assist members in adhering 
to those laws 

Council Director.  This is may be the least 
heralded and most rewarding programs in 
our Council.  If you want to be the engine 
behind all the great activities sponsored 
by our Council, this is for you.  Contact  
Ed Veronick at council@kofc14084.
org, the grand knight, or the deputy grand 
knight if interested.

Council Vacancies Filled

The Knights of Columbus  
St. Stephen Council 14084 is 
once again starting up their 2018 
Winter-Spring Bowling League. 

This will be a 14 week co-ed bowling 
league that will begin on January 14 and 
run through April 29, with two bye weeks 
on February 4 (Super Bowl) and April 1 
(Easter). 

As usual, we will bowl a three game set 
on Sunday nights starting at 7pm at the 
Alley of South Shore. The cost for each 
three-game set is $12.00 per person. If you 
do not have a full team of four bowlers, do 
not worry. 

We will form new teams several days 
before the first night. The league is open 
to existing league members, Columbiettes, 
brother Knights and their families and 
friends (Must be age 21 or over)

This means all members of the  
St. Stephen Parish!

Come on out and have some fun!
Please let Mark Lovejoy know at: 

Lovejoy6951@gmail.com  no later than 
6pm January 8, 2018, if you wish to 
participate, or if you wish to change from 
a sub and join a team. This is a great 
opportunity to spend some quality fun 
time with your brother Knights and their 
families or make some new friends!

Thanks so much for your participation.  
I know you will enjoy.

Attention Bowlers!



Julio Alvarez
Milton Ambrose
Geraldo Barrett
James Brdar
Christopher Caffall
Timothy Childers
Gerald Coffey
Vicente Coronado
Paul Crescimone
Robert Davis
Zachary Ensley
Nicholas Faratro
Robert Fisher
Joseph Hagenbarth
Rich Hamlin
Chris Hansen
Christopher Hobbs
James Kelly
Anthony Killian
Arthur Killian
Wayne Larson
Christopher Lewis
Jason Rock
Joseph Rynne
Dennis Salathe
Scott Schoenrock
Michael Seifert
Eric Sessums
Edwin Skrobacz
Christopher Stockelman
Richard Whitlock
Jesse Williams

 January Birthdays
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Where did 2017 go? 
It seems like it was 
summer yesterday and 
Thanksgiving was last 

week. I hope you and your family had a 
great finish to 2017. Hopefully, you’ve 
established a few goals for this year. 

I’ve learned a great tip regarding 
resolutions. First, write them down. It’s 
not too late if you haven’t already done 
this. Commit your goals to paper and post 
it someplace you will see it often. Writing 
down a goal is the first step towards 
achieving it. 

It may not make sense at first, but I’m 
sure you have heard stories of the success 
this simple task can bring. Whether your 
goal is to exercise more, give more to 
charity, read more or watch less television, 
you’re more likely to accomplish it if you 
write it down. 

Second, resolve to have an expert look at 
your finances. I recommend that you have a 
team of experts help you, and I would love 
to be the first you sit with. 

Let’s schedule some time to meet 
together, and I, your professional Knights 
of Columbus insurance agent, will provide 
an “insurance check-up” (at no cost!) that 
will evaluate any gaps in your family’s life 
insurance protection. 

Now might be the perfect time to fill 
those gaps, not later. Keep in mind that 
unlike many other products, you don’t just 
need money to obtain life insurance; you 
also need good health, and no one knows 
when your health could change. 

Did I mention my check-up is free 
of charge? When was the last time you 
received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family for 
generations? Call me today. 

Chuck Lusky
813-728-5338
charles.lusky@KofC.org

Insurance Check-Up for 2018 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the 

life, works and spirituality of 
Father McGivney. 

The Guild distributes 
informational materials 
about him, receives reports 
of favors granted through his 
intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive 
regular updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 

are invited to participate in promoting 
devotion to this Servant of God. Members 

of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild 
members and must elect to 
join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. 
McGivney Guild Newsletter 
is published bimonthly except 
July- August, and is sent free 
to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register 
online at: http://www.fathermcgivney.
org/

Are You A Member?
Catholic Men in a 

Modern World
The 8th Annual 

Tampa Bay Men’s Conference
“Come and See”

Saturday, February 10, 2018
Higgins Hall, Tampa

featuring Jeff Cavins
Fr. Dwight Longenecker

and John Pridemore

Mass celebrated to begin the 
event. Reconciliation and 

adoration throughout the day

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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January 16 Free Throw Challenge
January 18-21 March For Life, Washington DC
January 20 2nd Degree, FLC 
 4th Degree Renewal of Obligation, after 4:30pm Mass
January 20-21 Pro Life Baby Shower
February 6  Business meeting 7:30pm
February 8 INCREDI-Bull Games
February 10 Men’s Conference, Higgins Hall
February 17 1st Degree, FLC
 Tootsie Roll drive, Publix
February 23-24 Pro Life Rally, Mary Help of Christians
February 24-25 Tootsie Roll drive, Church
March 6 Business meeting 7:30pm
March 10 3rd Degree, Seffner

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events.
http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of His life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling His commandment 
of charity and building up His 
Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue His work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through His intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. Knight of the Month

Chris Pasquariello
Family of the Month
Mike Fabro Family 

Congratulations to our Knight of the 
Month, Chris Pasquariello.  Chris 
is a recent transfer to our Council, 

and he has literally been involved in every 
event since he joined the Council.  Among 
other activities, he has helped out with the 
Squires’ Keep Christ in Christmas Card 
Sales, volunteered at Roadside Cleanups, 
completed training and volunteered for 
our fundraising events at Raymond James 
Stadium, joined the motley crew who set 
up the crèches at the church and school, 
and helped out at the Saint Nicholas Day 
Pancake Breakfast.  Also, he stepped up to 

become next year’s membership director.  
Chris has been a great example of what it 
means to be a Knight at Saint Stephen.

The Family of the Month is the Fabro 
Family who has been long-time contributors 
to our parish in many, many ways.  Mike 
is part of the parish’s Music Ministry, 
and both he and Fran serve as lectors 
and extraordinary ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist.  Recently they both completed 
the mandatory training and helped out in 
the fundraising efforts at Raymond James 
Stadium.  Thank you, Mike and Fran, for 
all you do for our Council and our parish!


